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This guide covers all aspects of writing fiction for children, from getting started to refining subtle

details of technique. It deals with many types of story, from picture books to novels for teenagers,

from realism to high fantasy. The author emphasizes that there are no rules and no advice that fits

all cases. What she offers is a guide to the many literary tools writers can use, and her insights into

the process of distilling ideas and experience into potent stories for children. Using brief exercises

throughout, she helps new writers focus on different aspects of technique. Her examples of good

and bad practice are illuminating - and often amusing.
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It's a shame this book is out of print. I bought it the moment I read a review of it in the New Zealand

Herald. I didn't realise how long it is since it was published--1992. Anyone who wants to write for

children will certainly find this a helpful book. Come on, Allen & Unwin, Australia, get your act

together and reprint it, with revisions if you feel it is necessary. L A Barker
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